
ReportonclosureofNALPA.

TheNationalAmericanLegionPressAssociationheldthe2019annualmeetingattheAmerican

LegionNationalConventioninAugustinIndianapolis,IN.Therewereover200members

attending,therehasneverbeenmorethan30–40fortheapproximate10yearsIhavebeen

attending.Duringthismeeting,thepresidentandexecutivedirectorstatedanewconstitution

andby-lawswasbeingputinplace.Therewasnorequirednoticeatalltothemembers.Some

oftheelectedofficersalsodidnotreceivenotice.NOONEwasinformedwhy.Themembers

weretoldthataspecialguestwouldattendthelatermeetingtoexplainwhythishadtobedone.

Atthelatermeeting,thetopicwasbroughtup,howevertheexplanationwassomewhatvague

andsoanumberofmembersbegantoquestionthelegalityofamendingtheConstitution&By-

Lawswithoutthenoticerequiredbytheconstitution.Thespecialguest,whowastheNational

AmericanLegionJudgeAdvocate,stated:“Thiswasn’tmailedout?Youhavetomailitout.”It

wasobvioushebelievedproperprocedureshadbeenfollowed,buthadnot.Therewasalong

debatewhichendedwithapassedvotetotablethematter,withthenextofficerstoform a

committeetoproperlyupdatetheconstitution.NOONE,eithermembersortheNJAobjected

andfinally,themeetingcontinuedandconcludedwithnewofficersbeingelectedandinstalled.

TheExecutiveDirectorresignedaweeklater.

DuringandafterJulyasNALPAmembersrenewedtheirmembershipdues(theyearisfrom

AugusttoAugust)theyweregivenNationalAmericanLegionMediaAssociation-NALMA-

membershipcardsinstead.NOONEwasinformedofthisorgaveauthorization.Whateverthe

reasonforthenewconstitution,torenameNALPAortomakeanewassociation,‘NALMA’,the

membershiphadtoapproveanditwaswrongtokeepthematterasecretfrom them.And,if

NALMAisanewassociation,thereisnoconstitutionandbylaws.Withoutaconstitution,can

NALMAevencollectduesmoneyorfunctioninanymeaningfulway?

Ifanewconstitutionandassociationname,hadbeenapproved,itisabsurdtobelievethatthe

SAMEmemberswiththeSAMEmembernumberswouldhaveelectedanyotherthantheSAME

officerswhowereelectedandthatthoseofficerselectedattheannualmeetingarethe

legitimaterepresentativesoftheduespayingassociationmembers.

ThenineofficerselectedinAugustandtheseveralmembersappointedtopositions,had

continuedtoworktoresolvethissituationforseveralmonths.Therewereanumberofemails

andconversationsbetweentheelected/appointedassociationofficersandNationalJudge

Advocate.Aftermanyemails,textsandphonecallsandwiththeadviceofatleasttwojudge

advocatestheelectedofficersheldanexecutivecommitteemeetingandpassed11motionsto

properlystartthe‘new’associationfunctioning.Theactionstakenbytheelectedofficerswere

totallyreasonableandinthebestinterestofthemembersandassociation,including

appointmentofanExecutiveDirector.Forseveralmonthsaftertheannualmeeting,theNational

AmericanLegionofficehadbeenreferringmembersquestionstomeaspresidentregarding

associationmembershipandthissituationandIwasleadtobelievethatthesituationwouldbe



resolvedandourverycapableofficerswouldgetonwiththeworkathand,howeverthiswasnot

tohappen.

DuringthesemonthsIlearnedwhatwasnotexplainedattheannualmeeting,thereasonfor

movingthecorporationfrom NewYorktoIndiana.Therewerecertainlegaldocumentsthathad

notbeenfiledwiththegovernmentbypastexecutivedirectorsandmovingthecorporationwas

felttobethebestwaytoavoidanylegalissues.Sothereisanassociationandacorporation.

SoatthefallNECwepresentedourexecutivemeetingminutes.Later,theformerpress

associationexecutivedirector,asmediaincorporationexecutivedirectorrefusedtoturnover

associationpropertyandoperationstotheassociationofficers.TheLegiondecidedtorevoke

thecorporation'spermissiontouseAmericanLegionnameandemblemsandtocreate,another

association.FormerNALPA(andNALMA)membershavebeeninvitedto‘join’,however,there

willbenoofficers.TorunthisassociationalongwiththeNationalMedia&Communications

office,acommitteehasbeenformedmadeupofLegionmembers,noAuxiliaryorSons.None

ofthecommunicationsI’veseeninthisregardmentionwhathappenedattheannualmeeting,

‘NALMA’,ortheduesmoney,however,missinglegaldocumentsfrom some10yearsago,are.

WhathappenedtothePressAssociationassets(@$40k)takenoverbytheMediacorporation?

Shoulditbereturnedtothemembers?It’snotthemoney-dividedby@700members,butisn'tit

requiredbylaw?WasitabsorbedbyNAL?Didallmembersreceiveaduesrefundthatwantedit?

Iwascontactedbyalegionpastnationalcommanderandwehadaverygoodconversation.He

askedifIwouldworkwiththenewassociationandofcourseIsaidIwould.Ihavenotheard

from anyonenowforabout10monthsanddecideditwaspasttimetosendthis.

Unfortunately,theelectedofficerswerecompletelyignored,somewillneverbeatanother

Legionmeetingorremainmembersduetothewaythissituationwasmishandled.Ididnot

expectmuchfrom theLegionandIwasnotdisappointed.Whileallofthisfiascomaynotthe

NationalLegion’sdoing,Iwonderifabettersolutioncouldhavebeenworkedout.

KevinHarrington,President2019


